






General Periodization

Classical Period Period

Neolithic (pre-Ḥalaf)
Late Neolithic (Ḥalaf)

Tatarlı VIII b
Tatarlı VIII a

Early andMiddle Chalcolithic (Late ʿUbaid)
Late Chalcolithic

Tatarlı VII

Early Bronze Age III (?) Tatarlı VI

Middle Bronze Age Tatarlı V

Late Bronze Age I Tatarlı IV b

Late Bronze Age II Tatarlı IV a

Early Iron Age ? –

Middle Iron Age
(Late Assyrian ?)
(Neo Hittite)

Tatarlı III b 1

Late Iron Age (Achaemenid) Tatarlı III a

Hellenistic/Early Roman Tatarlı II a–b

Early ByzantineNecropolis (Citadel Eastern Slope) Tatarlı I

Stratigraphy and Characteristics

TatarlıHöyük I: The surface level of the mound is defined by tombs lined with roof tiles, which may belong to
three phases of the Early Byzantine period. The tombs were exposed on the eastern slope.
Tatarlı Höyük Level IIa–b: Eastern Sigillata A, West Slope ceramics, Megarian bowls, fish plates, inward-
rimmed bowls, coins and terracotta figurines characterize thematerial of this phase.
TatarlıHöyük Level IIIa: An Achaemenid stela and plain pottery of the Late Iron Age were discovered.
TatarlıHöyük Level IIIb: Finds include a kohl box, and pottery of Black-on-Red,White Painted and Bichrome
Ware types.
Tatarlı Höyük Level IVa: Finds include Hieroglyphic bullae, seals, long-necked bottles, votive vessels,
miniature bowls, and Hittite monochromeware.
TatarlıHöyük Level IVb: Finds include Hittite monochromewares, hieroglyphic and uninscribed bullae.
TatarlıHöyük Level V: Finds include Syro-Cilician painted pottery, CypriotWhite Painted Pendant Line Style,
cylinder seals, figurines, bull rhyta and ring-shaped vessels, bird-shaped vessels.
TatarlıHöyük Level VI: Pottery is characterized by OrangeWare (similar to Tilmen and Gedikli Höyük).
TatarlıHöyük Level VII: Pottery showsMesopotamian and Syrian influence; Amuq F-related stamp seals.
TatarlıHöyük Level VIIIa: Finds include a Halafian stamp seal.
Tatarlı Höyük Level VIIIb: Finds, including a stamp seal, are related to Northern Syria, Raʾs Šamra, and Tall
al-Karḫ 2.

Period Date Level Historical affiliation Features and objects Connections

Early PN
Late PN (Ḥalaf)

7000–6300
6300–5000

VIIIb
VIIIa

Stamp seals
Stamp seals

Northern Levant
(Raʾs Šamra,
Tall al-Karḫ 2, Tell Açcana,
Kazane, Tepecik-Çiftlik,
Yumuktepe, YarımTepe I and
Cilician settlements

EC (ʿUbaid)
LC

5000–4000
4000–3000

VII Amuq F-related stamp seals Mesopotamia,
Syria, Amuq

EBA III (?) 2400–2000 VI Orangewares Tilmen and Gedikli
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Period Date Level Historical affiliation Features and objects Connections

MBA 2000–1650 V kārum-Period Painted Syro-Cilician pottery,
CyprioteWPPLS, cylinder
seals, figurines, ring-shapes
vessels, bull rhyta and bird-
shaped vessels

Northern Levant, Cyprus,
Central Anatolia

LBA I 1650–1450 IV b Kizzuwatna
Hittite Old and Middle
Kingdoms

Hittite monochromewares,
hieroglyphic/non-hiero-
glyphic bullae

Central Anatolia

LBA II 1450–1200 IV a Kizzuwatna
Hittite Province

Hieroglyphic bulla, seals,
long-necked bottles, votive
vessels, miniature bowls,
Hittite monochromeware,
drab ware

Central Anatolia, Cyprus,
Northern Levant

Early IA 1200–850 –

Middle IA
(Neo-Hittite,
Late Assyrian)

850–609 III b1 Hiyawa/Que
Assyrian Domination

Kohl box, Cypro-Cilician
painted pottery

Late IA 539–330 III a Achaemenid Stela and pottery

Hellenistic/
Early Roman

330–50 BC II a–b Eastern Sigillata A, West
Slope ceramics, Megarian
bowls, fish plates, incurved-
rim bowls, coins and
terracotta figurines

Early Byzantine 4th century AD
and later

I Necropolis on eastern slope

Kinet Höyük (Fig. 9)

Christine Eslick (Sydney), Charles Gates (Bilkent University), Marie-Henriette Gates (Bilkent University), Gunnar
Lehmann (Ben-Gurion University of the Negev)

Short Excavation History

Kinet Höyük is located on the modern seashore at the back (north end) of Iskenderun Bay (İskenderun
Körfezi), ca. 35 km north of Iskenderun. Excavations were conducted on the mound and its immediate
periphery by a Bilkent University (Ankara) project from 1992–2012, directed by M.-H. Gates. Additional
soundings were led by A. A. Eger in 2006, 2008 and 2011 at a medieval settlement (“Tüpraş Field Site”) 800 m
north of Kinet; and in 2004 by B. Claasz Coockson at a Late Antique bridge at Kırıkköprü Mevkii, ca. 1.75 km
south of Kinet. In collaboration with the Kinet project, A. Killebrew and her colleagues’ “Mopsos Survey
Project” recorded andmapped 195 ancient sites in Iskenderun Bay’s eastern coastal plain, from Erzin to Arsuz,
in 2004–2009.

Topography and Excavation Areas

Kinet Höyük is a steep, triangular mound, 3.3 ha in area and 26 m high, set on the north bank of an ancient
estuary and pointing towards the sea. Trenches (“operations”, abbreviated OP) were opened on the mound’s
top (areas G, N, P, Y); on its east, north, west and south slopes (areas A/D, G, J/L-E/H-F-C, M and U); and on
the low east terrace (K). Soundings to determine the presence of a lower town were opened in fields to the
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Fig. 9: Kinet Höyük. Topographic plan (© Kinet Höyük Project).

mound’s east (X), north (areas R, S, T, V, W, Z) and on BP-Dörtyol terminal property between the mound and
the sea (“BP trenches”).

Bibliography
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General Periodization

Archaeological Period Date Kinet Phase Kinet Period

EB I and earlier periods,
including Late Neolithic/Ḥalaf

5500–2900 BC [not excavated: finds out of
context]

————————————————

Early Bronze II
*not excavated to base of EB II

2900–2600 BC VI.4 29–25

Early Bronze III 2600–2420 BC VI.3 24

Early Bronze III 2420–2250 BC VI.2 23–22

Early Bronze III 2250–2050 BC VI.1 21–19

Middle Bronze I 2000/1900–1750 BC V.2 18

Middle Bronze II 1750–1550 V.1 17–16

Late Bronze I
(= end of Hittite Old Kingdom)

1550–1400 BC IV.2 15
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Archaeological Period Date Kinet Phase Kinet Period

Late Bronze II
(= Hittite Empire)

1400–1200 BC IV.1.1 14–13.1

Late Bronze III
(Sub-Hittite)

1200–1150/1130 BC IV.1.2 13.2

Early Iron Age 1150/1130–900 BC III.3 12–(?)11

Middle Iron Age
(Kinet Period 8: Neo-Assyrian)

900–650 BC III.2 11 (?)
10
9
8Neo-Assyrian

Late Iron Age
(Kinet Period 5–3B: Persian)

650–330/300 BC III.1 7–6
5 Persian
4 Persian
3B Persian

Hellenistic 330/300–90/75 BC II 3A–2

Medieval 8th/9th c.–14th c. AD I 1 + Tüpraş Field site

Stratigraphy and Characteristics

Kinet Höyük Phase VI.4: Early Bronze Age II, Periods 29–25

Periods 29–25: Buildings have mud brick walls without stone base. Local pottery in four fabrics is both
wheelmade (Standard Ware cups and bowls); and handmade (Standard Ware pitchers and jars; Gritty
Red vessels; chaffy Red Burnished vessels). Ceramic types relate to the İslahiye region, and Amuq H. A few
imported Red-Black BurnishedWare sherds occur in all phases.

Kinet Höyük Phase VI.3: Early Bronze Age III

Period 24: Buildings have stone foundations sunk in trenches. Pottery is now mostly in Standard fabric, both
wheelmade and handmade. Types include conical cups, tankards, flaring plates, pitchers with low-beaked
spouts, and smeared wash finishes. This ceramic tradition continues through Period 19, with new types
introduced in each period.

Kinet Höyük Phase VI.2: Early Bronze Age III, Periods 23–22; Period 23 suffers several earthquakes.

Periods 23–22: Buildings have stone socles of two or three courses set on level ground. New pottery types are
deep one-handled cups and Syrian bottles. Finds include a cache of tin bronze pins and tools.

Kinet Höyük Phase VI.1: Early Bronze Age III, Periods 21–19; Period 19 ends in abandonment, followed by a
gap in occupation.

Periods 21–19: Buildings now have stone walling up to ca. 1 m high. New pottery types are goblets, depata of
the squat Tarsus variety, and jars with shoulder handles. Finds include sets of unused Canaanite blades.
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Kinet Höyük Phase V.2: Middle Bronze Age I, Period 18; ends in destruction.

Period 18: The pottery is wheelmade (tablewares) and coilmade. It includes early versions of Cilician Painted
(“Syro-Cilician”) Ware, like MB I Tarsus and Alalaḫ “XVIII”–X.

Kinet Höyük Phase V.1: Middle Bronze Age II, Periods 17, 16; both end in destructions (earthquakes).

Period 17: The later version of Cilician Painted Ware appears in this level; the pottery assemblage is in most
aspects similar to Period 16. This level is attested from small soundings only.

Period 16: The ceramic assemblage is similar to Period 17’s, but introduces MB II transport jars (“Canaan-
ite jars”), andMCIII-LC I Cypriot imports, including BichromeWare.

Kinet Höyük Phase IV.2: Late Bronze Age I, Period 15; ends in abandonment, followed by erosion.

Period 15: In this phase with large-scale architecture, a Hittite/Central Anatolian ceramic industry replaces the
Syro-Cilician repertoire completely. This period includes Cypriot imports of LC I date, such as Bichrome Ware;
early LC II (Base Ring I, White Slip I), and Red LustrousWheel MadeWare (RLWMW).

Kinet Höyük Phase IV.1.1: Late Bronze Age II, Periods 14 and 13.1; both end in destructions.

Periods 14–13.1: Hittite ceramic types adopt the uniform, mass-produced repertoire (“drab ware”) of the Hittite
empire. Deposits include LB Canaanite jars with stamped handles, LC II imports and RLWMW.

Kinet Höyük Phase IV.1.2: Late Bronze Age III, Period 13.2; ends in destruction (earthquake).

Period 13.2: Ceramic production declines in standard although still deriving from a Hittite tradition. The
industry can be characterized as sub-Hittite. The assemblage includes bowls locally adapted from LH IIIC (or
Sub-Mycenaean/Cilicio-Helladic, etc.) styles, dated in Palestine by Dyn. XX-related contexts into the later
12th c. BC.

Kinet Höyük Phase III.3: Early Iron Age, Period 12; ends in abandonment and erosion.

Period 12: This long depositional phase is non-architectural, consisting of thick trash tips and pits that include
local variants of LH IIIC, as well as Cypro-Geometric I/II and other 11th c. ceramic material.

Kinet Höyük Phase III.2: Middle Iron Age, Periods 11–8; Periods 9 and 8 end in destructions.

Periods 11–10: These levels are attested by two poorly preserved architectural phases in a limited exposure on
the west slope. Period 11 includes Cypro-Geometric II–III vessels. Cypro-Geometric III imports in Period 10
span the 9th and perhaps early 8th c. BC; this ceramic style was also imitated locally.

Period 9: Monumental architecture is associated with 8th c. BC Cypro-Cilician pottery, and this level’s
destruction with the campaigns of Tukultī-apil-Ešarra (Tiglath-Pileser) III (730s) or Šarru-ukīn (Sargon) II
(710s). Imports include Euboean Pendant Semi-Circle (PSC) skyphoi.

Period 8: Replacement of local features by Neo-Assyrian material culture (ceramics, cylinder seals) and
different building standards; they disappear with the destruction of this occupational level.
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Kinet Höyük Phase III.1: Late Iron Age, Periods 7–3B; Periods 7–6 end in destructions.

Period 7–6: The ceramic assemblage is characterized by Aegeanizing types (e.g. Wave-line wares) and imports
from the Aegean and Greek mainland. Basket-handled amphoras begin in 7. Period 6 ends with a Babylonian
(?) conquest (605/575 BC).

There is no ceramic evidence for a later 6th c. BC occupation at Kinet. The Persian phase may begin as early
as Period 5, based on architectural evidence.

Period 5: This poorly attested phase is stratigraphically separate from Period 6, but the associated pottery
is identical (end of 7th c./early 6th c. BC). The few pottery finds are perhaps residual.

Period 4: Pottery imports date this Persian-period settlement ca. 480 BC–400 BC; it is better attested in the
lower town’s port than on themound/citadel.

Period 3B: A new citadel wall with towers is built on the top of the mound in the final stage of the Persian
period (4th c. BC). This level continues without break into early Hellenistic period 3A.

Kinet Höyük Phase II: Hellenistic, Periods 3A–2; Period 2 ends in destruction (earthquake).

Period 3A: The original (3B) architectural level is maintained with building modifications through the 3rd to
mid-2nd c. BC, now characterized by regional Hellenistic pottery and imports.

Period 2: The site is refounded in the mid-2nd c. BC with a grid plan, new building materials including roof
tiles, and Eastern Sigillata-A (ESA) pottery. Amphora stamps date its destruction by earthquake to the early
1st c. BC.

Kinet Höyük Phase I: Medieval, Period 1 ends in destruction (earthquake?).

Period 1: After a long hiatus, a medieval (12th to mid–14th c AD) settlement at Kinet reoccupies the high mound
and east terrace, but not the seaside area. The earlier Tüpraş Field Site (8th/9th to 12 c. AD) is low-lying at the
shoreline. Its destruction and abandonment may coincide with Kinet’s revival.

Kinet Period Context Results Cal BP/Cal BC Beta-Analytic

28/EB II Trash/collapse deposit in
room

4140±30 BP
2σ: 2880–2620/2610–2600/2590–2580
1σ: 2860–2830/2820–2800/2760–2720/2710–2660/2650–2630

355577

26/EB II Pit fill 4110±30 BP
2σ: 2860–2800/2760–2720/2710–2570
1σ: 2850–2810/2740–2720/2700–2620/2610–2600/2590–2580

355576

24/EB III Trash deposit 3970±30 BP
2σ: 2570–2510/2500–2460
1σ: 2560/2550–2540/2490–2470

355575

24/EB III Trash/burnt deposit 3900±30 BP
2σ: 2470–2290
1σ: 2460–2340

355574

22/EB III Hearth 3960±30 BP
2σ: 2570–2520/2500–2460/2420–2410
1σ: 2490–2460

355573

20/EB III Destroyed hearth,
contemporary with
Canaanite blade cache

3720±30 BP
2σ: 2200–2030
1σ: 2190–2180/2140–2120/2090–2040

355571

18/MB I ‘03M2: floor with hearth 3550±30 BP
2σ: 1950–1870/1840–1810/1800–1780
1σ: 1930–1880

355579
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Kinet Period Context Results Cal BP/Cal BC Beta-Analytic

17/MB II ‘08Ks: contents of pot on
floor of room 138

3510±30 BP
2σ: 1920–1750
1σ: 1890–1860/1850–1770

355583

16/MB II Area K building, first phase
(seeds)

3370±50 BP
2σ: 1760–1525
1σ: 1725–1610

137188

16/MB II Area K building, final phase 3270±70 BP
2σ: 1700–1410
1σ: 1625–1450

137187

15/LB I West Slope: monumental
building (‘99J/L)

3290±70 BP
2σ: 1670–1485
1σ: 1620–1515

137194

14/LB II West Slope: South
building, destruction phase
(‘98J/L)

3220±40 BP
2σ: 1540–1415
1σ: 1520–1435

137191

14/LB II West Slope: North building,
destruction phase (‘07E/H)

3220±30 BP
2σ: 1530–1415
1σ: 1510–1450

355589

13.1/LB II West Slope: outdoor area
with ovens (‘98 J/L)

3130±80 BP
2σ: 1535–1205
1σ: 1485–1305

137190

13.2/LB III West Slope: burnt wood/
building collapse (‘05E/H)

2900±30 BP
2σ: 1210–1200/1190–1140/1130–1000;
1σ: 1130–1020

355587

12/EIA West Slope: surface beside
furnace 402 (‘04E/H)

2840±30 BP
2σ: 1110–1100/1080–1060/1060–920;
1σ: 1020–970/960–940

355585
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